




Chemistry coloring book: Nobels in chemistry 1901-2025

Welcome to this very special coloring book: an illustrated journey through more
than a century of Nobel Prizes in Chemistry. Each of the forty pages you’ll find
here represents a groundbreaking discovery or invention that has shaped the
way we understand and use chemistry in our everyday lives. From the earliest
revelations about atoms and bonds to lifesaving medicines, new materials, and
the tools that let us peer into the molecular world, these drawings celebrate the
creativity and persistence of scientists whose work changed history.

The illustrations are meant to be both accurate and playful. Chemical structures
and laboratory instruments are mostly correct, though sometimes simplified or
adapted so they are more fun to color. 

There’s no single “right” way to add color to these pages: think of them as an
invitation to experiment, just as the Nobel laureates did in their laboratories. You
might choose to stay faithful to the science, or you might just enjoy the shapes,
lines, and patterns. Either way, you are part of the story now, adding your layer of
creativity to the history of chemistry.

So take a pencil, marker, or brush, and step into this timeline of discovery. 

Relax, enjoy, and celebrate the wonders of chemistry, one Nobel at a time.

P.S. The illustrations have all been hand-drawn with care, no genAI here!!! 



1901 - Color particles of different sizes separated by a solvent-
permeable membrane: 





1902 - Color glucose (linear) and a purine:
. = Oxygen 
.. = Nitrogen  





1903 - Color sodium chloride (table salt) dissolving:





1904 - Color noble gases:





1905 - Color indigo and phenolphthalein:
. = oxygen 
.. = nitrogen  





1906 - Color Moissan’s furnace:





1907 - Color the fermentation glassware and the Büchner flask:





1908 - Color Rutherford shooting beams of alpha particles on a
golden foil:





1909 - Color the energy diagram of a chemical reaction: 





1910 - Color the limonene molecule: 





1911 - Color the element Radon: 
P.S. Marie Curie, née Skłodowska





1912 - Color the Grignard reagent: 
ArMgBr





1913 - Color the two isomers of [Co(NH ) Cl ] :3 4 2
+

.  = nitrogen

.. = chlorine
central atom = cobalt





1914 - Color the Richards’ scheme of atomic weights: 





1915 - Color part of the chlorophyll molecule:
.  = nitrogen
.. = oxygen
... = magnesium 





1918 - Color the ammonia (NH ),Nitrogen (N ), and Hydrogen (H ):3 2 2





1920 - Color the particles in thermal equilibrium:  





1921 - Color the positive ray parabolas of Neon: 





1922 - Color the isotopes: 





1923 - Color CO , H O, NO or NO , and SO  from the elemental
analysis:

2 2 2 2





1925 - Color the gold nanoparticles:





1926 - Color the ultracentrifuge:





1927 - Color the cholic acid:
. = oxygen





1928 - Color various -sterols:





1929 - Color the fermentation foam: 





1930 - Color the heamin: 
. = hydrogen
.. = oxygen 
... = nitrogen 
.... = iron





1931 - Color the ammonia and the high pressure machine: 





1932 - Color the Langmuir film: 





1934 - Color the hydrogen isotopes:





1935 - Color the radioactive elements:





1936 - Color the X-Ray diffraction:





1937 - Color the vitamine C (ascorbic acid):
. = oxygen





1938 - Color the β-carotene:





1939 - Color the estradiol and testosterone:





1943 - Color the carbon isotopes:





1944 - Color the nuclear fission:





1945 - Color the sulfuric acid and the food grains:
. = oxygen
.. = sulfur





1946 - Color the crystals:





1947 - Color the tropinone:





1948 - Color the Teselius’ electrophoresis instrument:





1949 - Color the “refrigerator”: 





1950 - Color the Diels-Alder reaction: 





1951 - Color the neptunium: 





1952 - Color the chromatographic columns: 





1953 - Color the polymer: 
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen





1954 - Color the orbitals: 





1955 - Color the oxytocin: 
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen
... = sulfur 





1956 - Color the S 2 reaction mechanism: N





1957 - Color the base pairs: 
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen





1958 - Color part of the insulin: 





1959 - Color the electrodes: 





1960 - Color the carbon isotopes: 





1961 - Color the RuBisCo cycle: 
. = oxygen
.. = phosphorus 





1962 - Color the globular proteins: 





1963 - Color the polypropylene: 





1964 - Color part of the X-ray heat map of the insulin: 





1965 - Color the reserpine and the strychnine: 





1966 - Color the molecular orbitals: 





1967 - Color the femtochemistry: 





1968 - Color the thermodynamic scheme: 





1969 - Color the conformers: 





1970 - Color the galactose: 





1971 - Color the radicals: 





1972 - Color part of the ribonuclease: 





1973 - Color the ferrocene: 





1974 - Color the polyacetylene:





1975 - Color the D- and L-Alanine:
.= oxygen 
.. = nitrogen 





1976 - Color the boranes:
. = boron





1977 - Color the dissipative reaction:





1978 - Color the ion channels:





1979 - Color the Wittig reagent:





1980 - Color the Sanger DNA sequencing:
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen





1981 - Color the orbitals:





1982 - Color the crystal:





1983 - Color the electron transfer:





1984 - Color the solid phase synthesis:





1985 - Color the direct method for crystals structure solving:





1986 - Color the beams:





1987 - Color the 18-crown-6:
.= oxygen 
.. = potassium 





1988 - Color part of the photosynthetic reaction centre:





1989 - Color the ribozyme: 





1990 - Color the retrosynthesis: 





1991 - Color the peaks: 





1992- Color the electron transfer graph: 





1993- Color the DNA: 





1994- Color the carbocation: 





1995- Color the ozone decomposition: 





1996 - Color the fullerenes: 





1997 - Color the ATPase: 





1998 - Color the molecular electron density: 





1999 - Color the CH I dissociation: 3





2000 - Color the PEDOT/PSS: 





2001 - Color the osmium oxide and PHAL: 





2002 - Color the 2D NMR: 





2003 - Color the potassium channel: 





2004 - Color the ubiquitin: 





2005 - Color the Grubbs catalyst: 
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen
... = chlorine
.... = ruthenium





2006 - Color the RNA polymerase: 





2007 - Color the platinum catalyst: 





2008 - Color the GFP: 





2009 - Color the ribosome: 





2010 - Color the palladium catalyst: 





2011 - Color the quasicrystal: 





2012 - Color the adrenergic receptor: 





2013 - Color the jumps in space and time: 





2014 - Color the fluorescent dots: 





2015 - Color the damaged chromosomes: 





2016 - Color the molecular machines: 





2017 - Color the TEM: 





2018 - Color the viruses: 





2019 - Color the Li-ion battery: 





2020 - Color the CRISPR CAS: 





2021 - Color the MacMillan catalyst and the proline:
. = oxygen
.. = nitrogen
... = copper 





2022 - Color the azide alkyne click reaction:
. = nitrogen 





2023 - Color the quantum dots:





2024 - Color the protein structures:





2024 - Color the MOF:







Thank you for joining me on this colorful journey through the history of
chemistry. Every page you’ve brought to life with your colors represents a
discovery that forever changed the way we understand the world.

You may have noticed that for each design, I included only a single line of text. I
could have written long explanations, but instead I chose to leave space for
curiosity. I hope that these short hints encourage you to go deeper on your own,
to look up the scientists, their discoveries, and the fascinating stories behind
them. In a way, it mirrors how science itself works: a spark of interest, followed
by exploration, learning, and discovery.

This project has been a labor of love, drawn entirely by hand and guided by a
wish to make chemistry both playful and inspiring. I’m grateful that you’ve spent
time with it, adding your own creativity to these pages.

So thank you for coloring, for wondering, and for letting these Nobel Prizes in
Chemistry spark your imagination. The story of science is never finished, and
now you’ve become a small part of it too.


